
RQI: An Index to Evaluate the 
Ecological Status of Riparian areas
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RQI: ANTECEDENTS

• Barbour, M.T., J. Gerritsen, B.D. Zinder & J.B. Str ibling. 1999. Rapid 
bioassessment protocols for use in streams and wadeable rivers: Periphyton, 
benthic macroinvertebrates and fish. 2nd edition, EPA 841-B-99-002. Washington, 
D.C. 
• Bjorkland, R., CM. Pringle & B. Newton. 2001 . A stream visual assessment 
protocol (SVAP) for riparian landowners. Environmental Monitoring and 
Assessment, 68(2): 99-125.
•Jansen, A., A. Robertson, L. Thompson & A. Wilson. 2004. Development and 
application of a method for the rapid appraisal of riparian condition. River and 
Riparian Land Management Technical Guideline, 4. Land & Water Australia, 
Canberra.
• Munné, A. , C. Solá & N. Prat. 1998. QBR : Un índice rápido para la evaluación 
de la calidad de los ecosistemas de ribera. Tecnología del Agua, 175: 20-37.
• Platts, W.S., W.F. Megahan & G.W. Minshall. 1987 . Methods for evaluating 
Stream, Riparian and Biotic conditions. USDA, Forest Service, GTR INT-221.
• Ward, T.A., K.W. Tate & E.R. Atwill. 2003 . Visual Assessment of Riparian 
Health. University of California, Rangeland Monitoring Series, ANR Publication 
8089, Oakland, California.



 �!����������������
�������������������������������

"#�$������
�����
%���������������������
�������������������

&#�'�
���
����������
�������
������(����
�������������������

 #�%�������������
�
����������������������
����������

•Espace available for riparian functions
•What is inside in terms of vegetation
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•Temporal evolution of the present structure
•Hydro-morphological behaviour
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STUDY AREA:
125 study sites distributed along 75 rivers, belonging to the Upper and 
Middle reaches of Guadiana Basin



ECOLOGICAL STATUS OF RIPARIAN 
CONDITIONS IN THE GUADIANA BASIN, USING 

THE RQ INDEX 
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